
What are Design Guidelines?  
Design Guidelines are a visual set of standards for development 
or redevelopment that help establish high quality architecture, 
landscaping, and site design. 

  Design guidelines serve as an important tool and way for communities 
to communicate and shape the desired character they want to see. 

  They typically include photographs, diagrams and imagery to help 
demonstrate ideals and standards pertaining to site and building 
design, materials, scale, setbacks, buffers and more.

  Design Guidelines do not affect or require changes to existing homes 
or buildings; they apply only to new construction or redevelopment. 

Why are guidelines being created for HWDM?
Recent development in the study area has sparked concerns over 
building design. For that reason, the first focus of this planning effort 
was to conduct community outreach to develop guidelines. 

 Guidelines are especially important in historic areas like Valley 
Junction because they help ensure new development considers the 
established environment and reflects desired community character. 
The successful implementation of the design guidelines will reinforce 
the area’s image as a historic, eclectic, quaint and inviting place.

How are the specific standards being created?
Public input is being collected to create guidelines consistent with 
our community values and reflective of planning best practices.

  A variety of events have been hosted and are ongoing. These include 
workshops, focus groups, sessions with neighborhood organizations, 
merchant breakfasts, and dozens of public meetings with a dedicated 
steering committee comprised of local residents and businesses. 

 In the Fall-Winter of 2021, a community-wide Character Poll and 
Visual Preference Survey resulted in over 600 comments and 470 
responses. This consensus was applied to create the guidelines.  
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Hello friends of Historic 
West Des Moines! 
Please read this brochure which 
provides helpful information regarding 
the Design Guidelines & Transitional 
District proposed as part of the Historic 
West Des Moines Master Plan Update. 

       SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Learn more and stay involved: 
HistoricWDM.com 

       SCAN TO DISCOVER MORE FAQS?

JOIN US ON JUNE 1ST 
Learn about the Design Guidelines 
for the Transitional District

Feel free to join us in-person or virtually 
for the next Steering Committee 
Meeting on Wednesday, June 1st 
at 4:30pm at the Human Services 
Building, 139 6th Street. All meetings 
are listed on the City Calendar online. 
www.wdm.iowa.gov/i-want-to/view/city-calendar

http://historicwdm.com
http://historicwdm.com


LET’S CONNECT! What are the varying Design Districts?
Four unique design districts were identified as highlighted in the boundary 
map below. These include the (1) Mixed-Use Commercial District, (2) Railroad 
Avenue District, (3) Transitional District, and (4) Mixed Industrial District.
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VJ-MU = Valley Junction Mixed Use

VJ-TR = Valley Junction Transitional

RA = Railroad Avenue

MI = Mixed industrial

Valley Junction National Register District

Get Involved Today
Curious to learn more about 
the Master Plan Update & 
Design Guidelines. Connect 
and get involved online or 
in-person via the ways below!

Visit HistoricWDM.com
Stay informed and join our 
growing list of 150+ project 
followers! Visit the website 
to sign-up for e-news, 
learn about the process, 
view documents, survey 
summaries, presentations, 
design guidelines & more!

6/1 Committee Meeting
Feel free to join us for the 
next Steering Committee 
Meeting, which is taking place 
on Wednesday, June 1st at 
4:30pm at the Human Services 
Building, 139 6th Street. Public 
are welcome to attend virtually 
or in-person; all meetings are 
listed on the City Calendar 
available online. 

www.wdm.iowa.gov/i-want-to/
view/city-calendar

Connect with Your 
Neighborhood Liaison
Our 19-member Steering 
Committee was specifically 
formed to ensure neighborhood 
organizations and businesses 
would be represented and 
involved in the process. An 
important role of the committee 
is to help share info with fellow 
neighbors and community. Visit 
HistoricWDM.com to view a list 
of our wonderful committee 
members.

Contact Us
The WDM Community & 
Economic Development 
Department is happy to 
answer questions and provide 
additional project information. 
Connect by phone or email via 
the contact info below:

Phone: (515) 273-0770 
Email: ced@wdm.iowa.gov

 The location of the districts were established based on their existing land use, 
function, location/surrounding environment, community input, and planning best 
practices. While guidelines for the districts vary, they work together and alongside 
other planning documents to help ensure new development aligns with the area’s 
treasured character and history, while shaping a healthy and vibrant future. 

 The Design Guidelines for the Mixed-Use Commercial District and Railroad Avenue 
District were reviewed and recommended by the Committee with City Council 
approving the Mixed-Use Commercial District Guidelines in February 2022.  The 
development of standards for the Transitional and Mixed Industrial Districts remain 
in progress and we invite you to get involved.

What is the need & intent of the Transitional District?
The areas identified as ‘Transitional’ are located on the periphery of the Mixed-Use 
Commercial District and highlighted in yellow above. With existing offices, artist studios, 
salons, and live-work spaces already mixed into the residential fabric, Historic West Des 
Moines has a history and diversity of naturally occurring “Transitional” uses.  However, 
currently, without Transitional District Guidelines, much more intense commercial uses 
and structures 3-4 stories tall are currently permitted in the 500 block of 5th Street. 

 Uses in the Transitional District will prohibit intense, noxious, noisy, high-impact, 
commercial uses. Ongoing single family residential and starter homes are included, 
in addition to small in-home, low-intensity, neighborhood commercial use types 
that respect and enrich the existing quaint residential context. These use types (for 
example: yoga and pilates studios, artist spaces, in-home offices, barbers, and repair 
services) will have limited hours of operation and may not exceed 2,500 sf.

 Transitional Guidelines require newly constructed buildings to be no more than 
2-stories with pitched residential rooflines, and architecture that mimics the traditional 
neighborhood. They encourage the use of traditional masonry, wood, and limestone 
materials and recommend features like front porches with small front yard setbacks 
to engage the street. Renovation of existing structures will be encouraged.

 Transitional Districts provide a variety of benefits for residents and businesses alike. 
They help stabilize rent and prevent displacement of small businesses and mom-
and-pop shops in the Mixed-Use Commercial District. They also provide a smooth 
transition from shopping areas by interspersing neighborhood amenities.


